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Minutes  of  the  Borough Council
Zelienople, PA

The July 14, 2014 regular council meeting was called to order at 7:35 pm by Allen Bayer, Council 
President. In attendance were Mayor Tom Oliverio, Council Members, Andrew Mathew III, Mary Hess, 
Gregg Semel, Ralph Geis, Marietta Reeb and Don Burgess

Also in attendance were Borough Engineer Tom Thompson, Solicitor Bonnie Brimmeier, Police Chief 
Jim Miller and Borough Manager Don Pepe

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge was led by Gregg Semel

VISITORS  

-  Lauren Elliot

-  Emily Yzqvierdo

-  Marla Bennett

-  Sandy Ferrainola

-  Craig Carnahan

There were no comments from the public at this time.

*******************************************************************

CONSENT AGENDA:

A motion was made by Mr. Burgess, second by Mrs. Reeb, to approve the Consent Agenda as follows

-  Minutes of the June 30, 2014 Council meeting

-  Acknowledge receipt of May 2014 Budget reports

-  Transfer of $150,000 from the Electric Fund to the General Fund, if needed.

Motion carried. 7-0
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OLD BUSINESS:

AMENDED POLICY AND FIRE DEPARTMENT AGREEMENT FOR THE RELEASE OF BOROUGH 
EMPLOYEES FOR EMERGENCY SERVICE CALLS

A motion was made by Mr. Mathew, second by Mrs. Reeb, to approve the updated policy and 
agreement as submitted to council with regard to Borough Employees responding to emergency 
services calls.  Policy is identified as #102-14 adopted 7.14.14.

Motion carried 7-0.

NEW BUSINESS:

BILLS TO BE PAID

A motion was made by Mr. Geis, second by Mrs. Hess, to approve the "Bills to Be Paid" for the month 
of July 2014 totaling $ 450,196.42.

Motion carried. 7-0

CONSIDER REQUEST FOR PORTERSVILLE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP 5 K RUN 
CHARITY EVENT

A motion was made by Mrs. Hess, second by Mr. Geis, to approve the request from the Portersville 
Christian School to hold their charity 5 K run event as a means to raise money for scholarships at their 
school. The event would be on October 11, 2014 at 9:00 am. It would include the Community Park 
and the streets adjacent to it. No state roads are involved, only Zelienople and Harmony Borough 
streets. Approval with the following conditions:

-  It is their responsibility to coordinate the event with the Borough Street Department and all 
Emergency Services.

-  Any signs must be small and not block views of traffic on any intersections. The sponsor must gain 
permission from all property owners to place these signs. They must also be removed as soon as the 
race is completed. 

-  Streets are not to be marked with paint of any kind.
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-  Park Board and Harmony Borough approval is needed.

Motion carried. 7-0

AUTHORIZATION FOR WORKERS COMPENSATION COVERAGE FOR FIRE DEPARTMENT 
PERSONNEL

A motion was made by Mr. Semel, second by Mrs. Hess, to approve the list of activities of the fire 
department that are covered by the borough’s workers compensation coverage. See list below. 

Worker’s Compensation Coverage for the Fire Department

The Borough of Zelienople authorizes the following activities to be covered by the plan for the Fire 
Department. 

Worker’s compensation coverage for the Zelienople Volunteer Fire Department is authorized for the 
following activities:

-  Actively engaged as a firefighter.

-  Going to or from a fire which the department attended to include travel time from and the direct 
return to a firefighter's home, place of business, or other place where he/she shall have been when 
the fire call was received.  

-  Participating in a fire drill in which the department participated.  

-  Preparing or performing work on or about the fire apparatus or buildings and grounds if authorized 
by the Chief or his/her representative.  

-  While answering an emergency call.

-  Riding on the fire apparatus which is owned or used by the fire company.

-  Special meetings, committee meetings and regular meetings of the department.  

-  Scheduled physical fitness activities.

Social activities and fund raising activities are explicitly excluded.

Motion carried 7-0.
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CONSIDER AGREEMENT FOR TRAFFIC SIGNAL MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT WITH BRONDER 
TECHNICAL SERVICES

A motion was made by Mr. Burgess, second by Mr. Mathew, to approve an agreement for time and 
material with Bronder Technical Services for traffic signal maintenance. 

Motion carried. 7-0

OTHER BUSINESS

None 

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mrs. Hess:

IT:-  Working to redo the quote for GIS services from the preferred contractor

Shared Services:  No report

Main St. Revit.:  Meeting is 7/15/14

Mr. Semel:

COG:  No meeting in July

Library Board:  Meeting is at the end of the month

He and Don Burgess went to visit the owner of the IBC and took a tour of the facility

Mr. Geis:

Electric:   Working on the Cost of Services with Jim Havrilla

Building/Finance:  Had the Pension meeting with the Finance Committee and Bill Asay from 
Mockenhaupt and Assoc. our Actuary. Thoughts on raising our pension fund to 80% funded in the 
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near future.

Airport Authority:  No report

Mr. Burgess:

Employee Pension Committee:   No report

Mrs. Reeb:

Safety Comm:   Next meeting is July 29th.

Historical Soc.:    Book sale is pending

Mr. Mathew:

Water:  Working with Baierl Ford to negotiate for the protection of the main water line on their 
property.

EMA:   We have a grad school intern that is working on an update on the Emergency management 
plan.

Mr. Bayer:

HRC:  No report

PMC:   No report

The committee is working on changing the Utility Arrears process and times for 2015. This proposal 
will come before council later in the summer for 2015 adoption

Asked for an Executive Session on possible property disposition

Mayor

-  Noted a PSAB meeting that he will be attending

-  Noted the progress of the 175 borough anniversary committee that he is chairing.
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Manager

-  Noted the completion of the Employee Benefit statements which has been a project worked on for 
the last few months with the HRC.

Solicitor:

-  Asked for an Executive Session to discuss personnel issue 

Engineer:

-  Noted the progress on the providing of documentation for the H2O grant funding

Police Chief:

-   Update on parking meter replacement project

Council adjourned to Executive session at 8:33 pm

Council returned to regular session at 9:38 pm

The following actions were taken at this time.

CHANGE IN HOLIDAY DESIGNATION

A motion was made by Mrs. Hess, second by Mr. Geis, to change the Martin Luther King holiday to 
Good Friday for the Non Uniformed borough employees which has their agreement. This change will 
take effecting 2015.

Motion carried 7-0.

PENSION INVESTMENT STUDY

A motion was made by Mr. Semel, second by Mrs. Hess, to authorize the Borough Manager to begin a 
process to obtain an independent 3rd party consultant to assist the borough in undertaking an in-depth 
investment review of our pension funds and to determine our future investment manager and 
investment strategy.
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Motion carried 7-0.

RATIFY PAST ELECTED BOROUGH OFFICER ACTIONS

 A motion was made by Mrs. Hess, second by Mr. Semel, to ratify the agreement made in the past for 
the use of a borough gas credit card by the Chief of Police for personal car use. This agreement was 
made by the Borough Mayor and former President of Council.

Motion carried 7-0.

Being no further business the meeting was adjourned by President Bayer at 9:40 PM.

ATTEST:

_______________________________                          ____________________________
 Borough Manager / Secretary                                           Council President

Approved by me this __________ day of _________, 2014.

_________________________________
Mayor
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