
6/30/2014 7:30 PM Council-Workshop MasterID: 516

Minutes  of  the  Borough Council
Zelienople, PA

The June 30, 2014 Council meeting of the Zelienople Borough Council was called to order at 7:30 PM 
by President Allen Bayer.  In attendance were Council Members, Gregg Semel, Ralph Geis, Andrew 
Mathew III, Mary Hess, Marietta Reeb and Don Burgess. Mayor Tom Oliverio was not present. 

Also in attendance were Borough Engineer Tom Thompson, Solicitor Anne Sweeney and Borough 
Manager Don Pepe

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Scout Mitchell Lachet from BSA Troop 457 led the Pledge of Allegiance.

VISITORS  

Mitchell Lachet and Others from Troop 457

Kevin Bradley

EJ Huffunger

Sandy Ferrainola

Donald Geis

Scout Lachet gave a short presentation regarding Troop 457’s request to use the 4 corner parks for 
their Chicken BBQ event in September.

Kevin Bradley gave a presentation regarding his opposition to the No Parking Signs on E Beaver Street 
in front of his property and EJ Huttinger’s home.

*******************************************************************

CONSENT AGENDA:

A motion was made by Mr. Geis, second by Mr. Burgess, to approve the Consent Agenda as follows:

-  Minutes for the June 9, 2014 Conditional Use Hearing

-  Minutes for the June 9, 2014 Conditional Use Hearing

-  Minutes for the June 9, 2014 Council meeting
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-  Minutes of the June 17, 2014 Special Meeting

Motion carried.   7-0

OLD BUSINESS:

CONSIDER EMERGENCY ON CALL AGREEMENTS FOR ELECTRIC RESTORATION SERVICES

A motion was made by Mr. Burgess, second by Mrs. Hess, to approve the provided agreement, which 
was reviewed by the Solicitor, and put them in place with our contacts and request their acceptance of 
the agreement for emergency on-call agreements for electric restoration services.

Motion carried 7-0.

CLARIFICATION OF SHU BREW ACTION REGARDING OUTSIDE TABLE SERVICE

A motion was made by Mr. Geis, second by Mr. Semel, to confirm permission as follows:

-  That Borough Council has confirmed permission to allow them to place outdoor seating at the 
establishment located at 210 South Main Street with the following conditions:

-  Two (2) tables and three (3) chairs will be located outside the establishment; and one (1) decorative 
Planter

-  The placement of the tables and chairs will be maintained to ensure they do not pose an impediment 
to pedestrians on the sidewalk;

-  The Borough shall have the final determination as to whether or not the placement of the tables & 
chairs create an obstruction.  If an obstruction does occur the Borough will require immediate removal 
of the same and this permission could be revoked;

-  The tables and chairs are to be placed inside when the business is closed;

-  Tables can be used for any full table service for food and/or beer consumption

-  There are no date restrictions for this approval. But they will need to notify the Borough yearly as to 
their intention to do so.

-  This use must also adhere to any provisions of Borough ordinances or State laws that are not 
specifically noted in this approval;
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-  If there are any issues or problems related to this approval, the borough maintains the right to review 
this request as needed.

Motion carried 7-0.

PAY REQUISITION #3 FINAL -  CURB CONSTRUCTION PROJECT - SANTA MARIA LANDSCAPE 
AND CEMENT

A motion was made by Mr. Geis, second by Mrs. Reeb, to approve the payment of pay requisition #3 
from Santamaria Landscape & Cement Contractors, Inc. in the amount of $1,265.87.

Motion carried 7-0.

NEW BUSINESS:

REQUEST TO SUPPORT LIBRARY KEYSTONE GRANT APPLICATION

 A motion was made by Mrs. Hess, second by Mr. Geis, to approve the  Library to make the necessary 
application to the Keystone Recreation, Park and Conservation Fund for a grant to replace interior 
lighting at the library.  The total budget for the project is $35,000 with 50 % ($17,500) coming from the 
grant program. The library has the 50% match in their account to pay for the local share so it does not 
have to come from the Borough’s General Fund.

Motion carried 7-0.

REQUEST CLOSURE OF E. NEW CASTLE STREET FROM MAIN STREET TO THE CITIZENS 
BANK PARKING LOT DRIVEWAY

A motion was made by Mr. Geis, second by Mrs. Reeb, to approve the request from the Fire Police to 
close E. New Castle Street from Main St. to the driveway to the Citizens Bank parking lot during the 
HTD events. In addition, the parking meters on E. New Castle Street in that area can be bagged if 
needed.

Motion carried 7-0.

CONSIDER BSA TROOP 457 REQUEST FOR PERMISSION TO HOLD CHICKEN BBQ DINNER AT 
THE 4 CORNER PARK
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A motion was made by Mrs. Hess, second by Mrs. Reeb, to approve the request by Scout Troop 457 to 
hold their annual chicken BBQ dinner on September 27, 2014 at the 4 corner parks.

This permission includes the use of utilities at the site both Electric (if needed) and water at no charge 
and the ability to erect either shelter/tent to hold the event. The troop does need to provide the borough 
with a Certificate of Insurance, must provide trash receptacles, clean the site and of course coordinate 
the event with all necessary borough entities including the Fire dept.

Motion carried   7-0

ADVERTISE THE PLANNING COMMISSION VACANCY

A motion was made by Mrs. Hess, second by Mr. Semel, to authorize the borough manager to 
advertise the pending vacancy on the planning commission for a new four (4) year term appointment 
effective from 7/8/2014 to 7/8/2018. 

Motion carried 7-0.

TRANSFER FROM ELECTRIC FUND RESERVES FOR MAIN STREET REVITALIZATION PROJECT

A motion was made by Mr. Semel, second by Mr. Burgess, to approve the transfer of  $875.00 from the 
Electric Reserve Fund to the General Fund to pay invoice #15 in the amount of $775 to E.G.& G. for 
services rendered and a $100 grant application fee to the Commonwealth Financing Authority.

Motion carried 7-0.

RESOLUTION # 284-14 TO AUTHORIZE THE SUBMITTAL OF AN APPLICATION FOR A 
MULTIMODAL TRANSPORTATION GRANT

A motion was made by Mrs. Hess, second by Mr. Semel, to approve Resolution # 284-14 for the 
purpose to authorize the submittal of the $1,500,000 grant application to the Commonwealth Financing 
Authority for a Multimodal Transportation Grant.

A full and true copy of Resolution #284-14 can be found in the Resolution Book.
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                                                                      _____________________________
                                                                       Manager/Secretary
Motion carried 7-0.

CONSIDER TO DISPOSE OF UNCLAIMED BICYCLES

A motion was made by Mr. Geis, second by Mr. Burgess, to authorize the Chief of Police to donate 21 
unclaimed abandoned bicycles to the Conway Sportsmen’s Club to support their yearly bicycle donation
program to disadvantaged children. 

Motion carried 7-0.

OTHER BUSINESS

DISCUSSION OF COUNCIL TRACKING ITEMS

Council discussed the list provided by the Manager and made some comments concerning its content. 
No voting actions taken.

EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCED

Council President Bayer announced an executive session to discuss possible borough real estate 
disposition for July 9, 2014 at 7:00 pm.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mrs. Hess:

IT:  Noted work being done on the GIS quote for services and will report back next week.

Shared Services:  No report

Main St. Revit:  No report

Mr. Semel:

COG:  No meeting in July
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Library Board:  Keystone grant will be submitted for lighting improvements

Mr. Geis:

Electric:  No report

Building/Finance:  Meeting on July 10 for Pension review

Airport Authority:  Provided update on Gas drilling operations

Mr. Burgess:

Employee Pension Committee:  No report

Mrs. Reeb:

Safety Comm.:  Attended the last meeting.

Historical Soc.:  No report

Mr. Mathew:

Water:  Meeting held to discuss utility shut off policies. 

EMA:  No report

Requested an executive session on possible contract and property issues

Mr. Bayer:

HRC:  Meeting held on July 1, 2014

PMC:  No report

Requested parking meter update from Chief Miller

Mayor:

Not present
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Manager:

Brief report on recent flash flooding in the borough

Noted the upcoming July 4th events

Solicitor:

No report 

Engineer:

No report

Police Chief:

Noted the Fire Police request to park their vehicle in the back lot during HTD.

Update on the Evidence room clean up and the use of new software for evidence control

Council recessed to Executive Session at 9:20 PM and returned to regular session at 10:05 PM.

DISCUSSION FOR A POSSIBLE FIRE DEPARTMENT MERGER 

A motion was made by Mr. Mathew, second by Mr. Geis, to allow the Zelienople Fire Department to 
pursue merger discussions with the Harmony Fire Company and to pledge all Borough owned Fire 
Department assets, except for the fire department building, to a merger when there is an acceptable 
agreement reached and approved by all parties.

Motion carried 7-0.

Being no further business the meeting was adjourned by Council President Bayer at 10:06 PM.

ATTEST:

_______________________________                          ____________________________
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 Borough Manager / Secretary                                         Council President

Approved by me this __________ day of _________, 2014.

_________________________________
Mayor
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