
3/31/2014 7:30 PM Council-Workshop MasterID: 505

Minutes  of  the  Borough Council
Zelienople, PA

The March 31, 2014 Council meeting of the Zelienople Borough Council was called to order at 7:30 PM 
by President Allen Bayer.  In attendance were Mayor Tom Oliverio, Council Members, Gregg Semel, 
Ralph Geis, Andrew Mathew III, and Don Burgess. Council members Mary Hess and Marietta Reeb 
were not present. 

Also in attendance were Police Chief Jim Miller, Borough Engineer Tom Thompson, Solicitor Kathy 
Clarke and Borough Manager Don Pepe

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Councilman Don Burgess led the Pledge of Allegiance.

VISITORS  

Marla Bennett
Dan Fritch
Greg Cowell
Sandy Ferrainola
Dan Fritch

There were no comments from the public at this time.

*******************************************************************

CONSENT AGENDA:

A motion was made by Mr. Geis, second by Mr. Burgess, to approve the Consent Agenda as follows:

-  Minutes for the February 24 2014 Council Meeting

-  Minutes for the March 10, 2014 Council meeting

-  Minutes for the March, 12 ,2014 special meeting for strategic planning

-  Minutes for the March 24, 2014 special meeting for zoning ordinance review and general purposes.

Motion carried.   5-0
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OLD BUSINESS:

CONSIDER ADDITIONAL COST FOR PURCHASE OF ELECTRONIC TABLETS/NOTEBOOKS FOR 
COUNCIL

A motion was made by Mr. Semel, second by Mr. Reeb, to approve the additional cost for the tablets, 
mouse(s) and replacement/maintenance agreements ($1,886.31). The total approved cost is $5,625.21.

Motion carried 5-0.

ADOPTION OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 833-14 BOROUGH MANAGER ORDINANCE

A motion was made by Mr. Burgess, second by Mr. Geis, to adopt proposed ordinance No. 833-14 to 
update the Borough Manager ordinance.

Motion carried 5-0.

ALTERATION IN THE GRANT APPLICATION FOR THE COMMUNITY PARK POOL

It became apparent that it is necessary to change direction of a grant from one requesting construction 
dollars from DCNR to one that requests funds to pay for an in-depth additional study on what is best for 
the pool in terms of renovation or replacement.  A motion was made by Mr. Semel, second by Mr. Geis, 
to offer two options. 1) To agree to funding the entire amount of the proposed study for the pool if it can 
be made to be not to exceed $25,000 for all study expenses, if so then the borough will fund it 
immediately here in 2014. Or 2) if it cannot be made to not exceed $25,000 then we will pay for the 
$3,000 to fund a grant application for funds to pay for the study and budget the additional match money 
of $13,500. 

Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS:
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HZUMC CHURCH REQUEST FOR GLOW RACE 5K RACE

A motion was made by Mr. Geis, second by Mr. Burgess, to approve the race scheduled for May 17, 
2014 and to use borough streets and the community park. The conditions are as follows:

-  It is their responsibility to coordinate the event with the Borough Street Department and all 
Emergency Services.

-  Any signs must be small and not block views of traffic at any intersections. The sponsor must gain 
permission from all property owners to place these signs. They must also be removed as soon as the 
race is completed. 

-  Streets are not to be marked with paint of any kind.

The sponsor must also get separate approvals from Harmony Borough as needed.

Motion carried. 5-0

SUBSTATION BATTERY BANK LOAD TESTING

A motion was made by Mr. Semel, second by Mr. Geis, to authorize the Borough Manager to get the 
Substation battery bank load tested for an amount not to exceed $3,400 and to investigate the need to 
determine if it is necessary to change the process for more frequent load testing and battery 
replacement.

Motion carried 5-0.

AUTHORIZATION TO ADVERTISE AND HIRE FOR TEMPORARY SUMMER 
LABORER POSITIONS

A motion was made by Mr. Burgess, second by Mr. Semel, to authorize the Manager to advertise for 
and hire, as he deems appropriate, 3 temporary seasonal laborers.  Employment for the seasonal 
positions will extend no later than August 31, 2014. Starting rate of pay for the position will be $8.00 / 
hour, with normal step increase of $.50 per hour for returning employees.

Motion carried 5-0

AUTHORIZATION TO ADVERTISE THE 2014 STREET PAVING PROGRAM.

A motion was made by Mr. Geis, second by Mr. Semel, to authorize the advertisement for bids of the 
2014 street paving project.
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Motion carried 5-0.

SECURITY RELEASE FOR PASSAVANT PHASE 1 PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS

A motion was made by Mr. Burgess, second by Mr. Semel, to approve the release of $975,222 for the 
completed public improvements for Phase I of the Passavant construction projects as reviewed and 
recommended by the Borough Engineer.

Motion carried 5-0.

OTHER BUSINESS

DISCUSSION OF COUNCIL TRACKING ITEMS

Council discussed the list provided by the Manager and made some comments concerning its content. 
No actions taken.

 
ALLOW FOR BOX TRAILER ON PINE STREET

A motion was made by Mr. Geis, second by Mr. Semel, to allow for a box trailer to be placed on Pine 
Street for a three day period during St. Gregory’s Lawn Fete event. Dates to be determined. The trailer 
must be made safe by providing blinking lights and if necessary other warning devices during that 
period.

Motion carried 5-0.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mrs.  Hess:

Not present - no report

Mr. Semel:

COG:     Noted the next meeting is on 4/10/14 to discuss alternate power sources

Library Board: -   No report.
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Mr. Geis:

Electric:-  Working on various items for the committee. 

Building/Finance -   setting up a meeting with a possible consultant to help with an evaluation of the 
PNC pension investment status

Airport Authority:-  The authority decided to not place their investment funds with PLGIT

Also asked about the timing of the clock on Main Street.

Mr. Burgess:

Employee Pension Committee:  No report

Also noted he went to Rep. Jim Marshall’s breakfast

Mrs. Reeb:

-  Not present no reports

Mr. Mathew:

Water:-  No report 

EMA:-  No report

Mr. Bayer:

HRC:  - request an Executive Session on the manager’s and Police Chief’s yearly performance 
evaluations.

PMC:  -  No report

Mayor:

Noted he will be attending the annual PSAB conference in State College

Manager:
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-  No report.

Solicitor:

-  No report 
                                    

Engineer:

-  Gave a short explanation of the requested zoning changes needed for the Glade Run Jerimiah 
Village project.

Police Chief

-  No report

Council recessed to Executive Session at 9:27 PM and returned to regular session at 10:05 PM.

Being no further business the meeting was adjourned by Council President Bayer at 10:06 PM.

ATTEST:

_______________________________                          ____________________________
 Borough Manager / Secretary                                          Council President

Approved by me this __________ day of _________, 2014.

_________________________________
Mayor

Date printed:7/15/2014 10:13:44 AM Page 6 of 6


